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""The Role of the American University of Beirut Libraries in Supporting Sustainable
Development Goals and Serving the Local Community*

Researcher:

Yasmin Younes
Abstract:

This study aimed to investigate the contribution of academic libraries in Lebanon to achieving the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals at the local community level. The study employed a descriptive approach and a case study method,
focusing on the libraries of the American University of Beirut. The hypotheses centered on evaluating the level of
implementation of strategic plans for the Sustainable Development Goals, the role of libraries in facilitating access to
information for beneficiaries, and their efforts in preserving cultural heritage. Data was collected using an electronic
questionnaire (Google Forms) from December 2024 to February 2025, with the participation of 43 library staff members.
The results revealed that despite the absence of formal strategic plans for the Sustainable Development Goals in the academic
libraries studied, the staff acknowledged the importance of these goals and their role in serving the local community by
providing access to information and preserving cultural heritage. The main challenges faced by the American University of
Beirut libraries were the limited subscription to databases, hindering wider access for the local community, and difficulties
in cooperation and establishing partnerships with some entities.

Keywords Sustainable Development, United Nations, Lebanon, American university of Beirut.
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